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Dear Colleague 
 
Global Atmospheric Pollution Forum: 
Strengthening the Regulation of Air Pollution at Regional, Hemispheric and Global Scales 
 
As you may be aware, since its establishment last year, the Global Atmospheric Pollution Forum has 
been promoting discussion of how to develop co-operation among bodies like LRTAP which address 
air pollution at regional scale, and, more generally, how to strengthen control of air pollution at the 
regional, hemispheric and global scales.   In pursuing this we have sought to complement LRTAP’s 
own work on ‘outreach’. 
 
In the light of discussion through the year the International Board of the Union has now reached 
conclusions on a number of the options which might be open to encourage this process.   One such 
course would be to open the UNECE Convention to signature by countries elsewhere, to allow the 
opportunity  for it to develop as a Global Air Pollution Convention.    Some of the factors which have 
influenced the Board in coming to this conclusion, and its views on how it might be pursued in 
practice, are set out in the enclosed Memorandum. 
 
I know that many LRTAP delegations have already been reflecting on this option, which we believe  
would find widespread support among member bodies of other regional networks. 
 
While other options of course also need to be examined, we consider that it would be timely for the 
Executive Body of LRTAP to begin formal consideration of this option, so that, if it becomes clear that 
any practical difficulties can be overcome and that there is widespread support for the course outside 
LRTAP,  it could be quickly implemented. 
 
In the light of the considerations set out in the Memorandum, we would urge you and your colleagues 
on the Executive Body to find time to begin formal consideration of this issue at your meeting next 
month. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Richard Mills 
Director General 
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